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Richmond County District Attorney Michael E. McMahon
Announces New 197-Count Indictment & Arrest of Staten
Island Drug Lord & ‘Businessman’ Alleged to Have Orches-
trated Multi-Faceted Drug Enterprise on Staten Island

Ettore Mazzei, Previously Indicted on 61 Counts This Past May, Aided

by Two Co-Defendants, is Alleged to Have Used Stolen Bank Account

Information From Nearly a Dozen Victims to Pay for Personal Expens-
es in Excess of One Million Dollars

Arraigned Earlier Today, Mazzei Has Been Indicted on 148 New

Counts, Including Grand Larceny in the First Degree, & Faces Multi-
ple Decades Behind Bars if Convicted

On Friday, Richmond County District Attorney Michael E. McMahon announced the ar-
rest and new indictment of Ettore Mazzei, a prominent Staten Island business owner who was
previously indicted on 61 counts for his role in a multi-faceted drug enterprise based out of Sta-
pleton earlier this year, and two co-defendants. Contained within the 197-count unsealed indict-
ment, the trio stand accused of using stolen bank account information to make payments towards
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Mazzei’s personal expenses. Starting in September 2023, Mazzei is alleged to have stolen over
$1.1 million from 11 different victims including individuals, non-profits, corporations and banks,
using the pilfered funds towards the defendant’s credit cards, utility bills, mortgage payments,
and property taxes.

“The extent of Ettore Mazzei’s criminal escapades truly knows no bounds. After flooding
our borough with illegal, dangerous, and highly addictive narcotics, this shameless defendant
was simultaneously engaged in a multi-million-dollar conspiracy to defraud and steal from
nearly a dozen victims to pay off his own personal debts. Linked to multiple overdose deaths on
Staten Island and already facing decades behind bars for orchestrating a drug-dealing syndicate,
Mazzei’s latest illicit affairs are not only flagrantly criminal but an affront and insult to the near-
ly 500,000 hardworking and law-abiding Staten Islanders who pay their bills and expenses hon-
estly without resorting to embezzlement,” said District Attorney McMahon.

Earlier this year, Mazzei was indicted for two additional financial crimes. The defen-
dant stands accused of stealing the life insurance proceeds of an overdose victim which she
received after her father’s death. Mazzei is alleged to have used the funds to pay his own per-
sonal expenses. In addition, Mazzei is accused of carrying out a credit card scam, reporting
various legitimate purchases as fraudulent and subsequently receiving refunds from his bank.
Currently being held on Rikers Island for his previous indictments, Mazzei was scheduled to
be arraigned inside a Staten Island Courthouse this Thursday. However, the 62-year-old faux-
businessman refused to be fingerprinted, delaying his arraignment and the unsealing of his lat-
est indictment until today. On Friday afternoon, Mazzei was arrested, fingerprinted, and ar-
raigned. Bail was set at $250,000 or $1,000,000 bond against Mazzei.

“Today, thanks to the incredible investigatory efforts of my prosecutors, paralegals, and
forensic accountants, we are ensuring that Ettore Mazzei’s one man crime wave is being put to a
stop and justice will be secured for the countless victims this dangerous defendant left in his
wake,” added District Attorney McMahon. “I commend our partners in the NYPD as well as
the men and women of my office’s Narcotics-Investigations Bureau led by Chief Michele
Molfetta, ADA Matthew Gamberg, and ADA Matthew Signorile for their unwavering commit-
ment to removing drivers of crime from our community and ensuring Staten Island remains the
safest community of its size in the country.”

*An indictment is an accusatory instrument. All defendants are presumed innocent until
proven guilty*
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